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A TzsT1imony by the AssocATE 
Synod, againſt the Legal En- 
couragement lately given to 
Popery, | fs 
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In the New Church at Grofſs-canſerway near 
Edinburgh; the Twenty-ſeventh day 

of AUGUST, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-eight years. 


"HE Synod having been led out, 
in the courſe of Divine Provi- 
dence, to diſplay a judicial and public 

Teſtimony for the Reformation in Bri= 
tain and Ireland, both from Popery and 
Prelacy, —and againſt the various acts 
of Church and State inconfiſtent with 
the ſaid glorious Reformation: They 
reckon themfelves bound in duty to 
God, to the people under their inſpec- 
tion, to this generation and to poſterity, 
and in conſequence of different over» - 
tures for that purpoſe having been laid 
before them,—to teſtify againſt the 
Countenance which appears to be given 
to the Popiſh religion ; by an Act ſome 

time 


E 11 A 
time ago p aſſed in the Britiſb Parliament, 


intitled, * Act for better regulating the 
government , Quk BRC, —in which is 


granted to Roman Catholic Prieſts, a 


legal maintenance and ſupport, through 


that large and extenſive province :— 
And more particularly by an Act paſſed 
in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for 
repealing certain penal laws. againſt 
Papiſts in Eugland; and permitting 
them the exerciſe of their religion, 
upon ſwearing an oath therein con- 
tained: As hereby a door is opened for 
the ſpreading of antichriſtian Idolatry 
and ſuperſtition; — while liberty is 
granted for Popiſſi Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Jeſuits, not only to exerciſe their reli- 
gion publicly without reſtraint by law; 
but alfo to diſſeminate and propagate 
their execrable and wicked principles 
throughout the kingdom, — by openly 
erecting ſchools for chat purpole, and 

other ways. | 
I Turv nichr ths: Gd act as in- 
conſiſtent, both with the principles of 
our Holy Religion, and the ſafety of the 
civil State; and as having a tendency 
to weaken the Proteſtant intereſt, by 
reviving and r a Popiſh 
faction, the irrecoll ile enemies of 
| 81 = 79 
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the Proteftant- religion and liberties 1 
cruelties and Amilchiefs ariſing from 


efforts: of our worthy! Anceſtors, for 


and their laudable care, amidſt num: 


had bound themſelves by the moſt ſo- 


maintain; and which are of perma- 


ciples of Allegiance and Loyalty on 


herence to our preſent Civil, — 


ron to ĩt in all lawful commands They 


Wo} 


After all the diſmal experience which 
the three kingdoms have had of the 


their pernicious and intolerant prin- 
ciples,—plots, conſpiracies and rebel- 
lions; and notwithſtanding the zealous 


aboliſhing that ſyſtem of Idolatry,— 


berleſs difficulties, to provide againſt it. 

Tu enacting ſuch a law, they con- 
ſider as inconſiſtent with the duty of 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant rulers; con- 
trary to the laws of God, arcatly dif- 
honouring to the Redeemer; And as 
a further progreſs in the public and l 
national Apoſtafy from the Reformation 
which Britain, and eſpecially Scotland, 


lemn Oaths and Gomtrntte'fou! ever to 
nent and indiſpenſable obligation. 
I ux Synod are not hereby receding, 
in the leaſt, from their declared prin» 
perſevere in an uniform and ſteady! ad 


ment, and in a conſcientious ſubjec⸗ 


acknowledge, 


= 


Ty 1 


Lord, wink civil and religions liberty 
they enjo under it: They entertain a 
dutiful jon to our Sovereign Kin 

8 45 and have a diſting ated 


concern for maintaining the e 


fucceſſiom in the family of Hanover. 
FuE Synod deteſt the principle of 


perſecution for conſcience-ſake; or of 
denying the enjoyment of natural 
rights, to ſuch whoſe principles or 
Lech are not inconſiſtent with the 
and order of civil ſociety. But 
they cannot conſider thoſe who own 
unlimited ſubjection to a foreign Head, 
namely, the Roman ANTICHRIST,— 
who believe in the Infallibility of a 
Church, which has decreed it lawful 
to keep no faith with thoſe whom they 
call Hereties, Who believe in the power 


of the Pope to abſolve them from all 


Allegiance to Princes, and in the doc- 
trine of papal Diſpenſations or jeſuiti- 
cal Equivocations,—and whoſe known 
principles are deſtructive to the civil 
and religious rights of mankind ; 

they can never conſider ſuch perſons as 
N intilled to ſuch public favour, —or that 
they can be viewed as good or faithful 
ſubjects of any Proteſtant State, not- 


withſtanding 


acknowledge, with dank ales ih ie 


— 


191 
withſtanding any oathsethey; can ſwear 
to the contrary. On account: of the 
Idolatry, , Blaſphemy and perſecuting 
Cruelty inſeparable from that: religion, 
—do Fen give this Temopy: at 
A, Q1 22003 
Try are alarmed at the ganchabi ins 
difference and ſecurity among all ranks 
about Religion; and cannot th 
be filent in this critical and dangerous 
time: They muſt warn their people and 
their fellow ſubjects to be on their 
1 guard, againſt the infection of dhe laat 
principles and practices of this age; 
to be zealous for the preſcrvationof 
their valuable religion and liberties, cr 
and to endeavour, in their ſeveral ſta- 
N | | tions, to oppoſe the progreſs of Popiſh 
Al abominations ; and that they would 
uſe all lawful and competent mans, 
to prevent (if the Lord will) any ſuch 
| law ever being enen to Scotland: [ 
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